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From LLBMD Chair
Bruce Nattinger

Hello. It is a great honor to be
both the newest commissioner and
Chair of the Lac La Belle Management
District Board. I would like to extend
my heartfelt thanks to Dan Bauer who
very ably served as Chair for several
years before resigning last year. Also,
I would be quite remiss to not
acknowledge the very many
contributions of Sally Keefe, the
former board administrator who
retired last year. From my short
tenure, it has become exceedingly
clear that the continuing Board
members not only possess an
extraordinary wealth of knowledge
about all things lake-related, but are
also dedicated & inspired to make Lac
La Belle the best it can be.
My wife Ann and I moved to the
shores of Lac La Belle shortly before
the pandemic struck with force. We
raised our three children in
Brookfield, where I was a stay-athome parent coaching and playing
soccer, leading Cub and Boy Scout
Troops, and being actively involved
in our children’s education, including
a stint on the Elmbrook School Board.
But the draw of the lake life never left
us, and when our children went off to
create their own lives, we moved to
lake country.

When I am asked about my goals for
the District, I feel that I am too new to
have any specific goals in mind. In my
world, goals are important, detailed,

measurable, and attainable. Does Lac
La Belle have issues that need to be
addressed? Most certainly. There may
(or may not be) an issue with the carp
population. The DNR has recently
designated Lac La Belle as an
“impaired” lake due to excessive
phosphorus levels. Plant life is sparse
and appears to be lessening. There
may be conflicts between different
categories of boaters and other lake
users to resolve. To be clear, LLBMD
is currently addressing these issues,
but specific goals for me at this point?
Not so much.
However, I do have a vision. And that
is a beautiful lake which is widely
admired. One where no one needs to
worry about a green haze in the water
when bringing their children or
grandchildren to City Beach. One
where the fishery is active for many
sport species. One where all users of
the lake are able to indulge in their
favorite activity without conflict. One
where the three governments
surrounding Lac La Belle find
agreement on its value and support it
accordingly. One where the issues
present in the lake are accepted and
understood, with all being managed
in a positive direction for
improvement.

Won’t you join me?

Bruce Nattinger
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Carp Stirring up Trouble
Article by Jim Groose
hen the carp population spikes
in Lac La Belle, we see disruption in the water quality and fish
& aquatic plant life as well.

and are golden in color while buffalo have no
whiskers and are blue gray and dull yellow in
color. Both species contribute to poor water
quality and an unhealthy fishery when populations spike.

We are battling with declining water quality
and an imbalanced ecosystem in Lac La Belle.
As well known, phosphorus from fertilizer and
yard waste is washed into the lake with watershed runoff. Once in the lake, it is an essential
nutrient for the growth of plants and algae.
Often there is a temporary excess of phosphorus, which then settles to the bottom and is no
longer available to feed algae. However, this
excess phosphorus can again become available to trigger algae growth when the lake bottom is disturbed by boat propellers or rough
fish, like carp. This enhanced phosphorus concentration in the lake contributes to problematic algae blooms and reduced water clarity.
Poor water clarity inhibits the growth of beneficial aquatic plants which tie up nutrients and
provide habitat for sport fish.

To reduce harmful phosphorus cycling, we
need to control rough fish populations in Lac
La Belle. Prior efforts included harvesting over
80,000 lbs of carp in Kohl’s Bay in the 1980’s,
stocking flathead catfish and predator gamefish, installing grates on Lac La Belle’s dam and
an electric barrier downstream to prevent upstream migration into the lake, and commercially netting rough fish. Bow hunters and anglers also harvest carp. Recent surveys show
we are making a difference in controlling La
Belle’s rough fish, but our efforts must continue.

So, what are we planning this year to control
the rough fish populations in Lac La Belle?
Carp continue to enter Lac La Belle from the
Rock River via the Oconomowoc River. At preOne of the key contributing factors to this imsent, there is no barrier to prevent this migrabalanced ecosystem is a high carp population. tion. We are working with the City of OconoCarp are bottom feeding fish that eat and upmowoc and WI DNR to reinstall grates on Lac
root aquatic plants, disturbing bottom sediLa Belle’s dam this Spring to replace the downments and releasing entrapped phosphorus.
What we typically refer to as carp are actually stream fish barriers which had to be removed
for safety and maintenance concerns, thus captwo species of rough fish. Common carp are
ping the carp population. In addition, we are
an invasive, non-native fish introduced into
working with the Wisconsin DNR to assess the
local lakes as a game fish and food source in
carp population and hire commercial fisherthe early 1900’s. The other species is the
men to remove a significant number of carp
smallmouth buffalo which is a member of the
sucker family and native to Wisconsin lakes
this fall. With these efforts our goal is to preand rivers. The way to tell them apart is that
vent carp and buffalo from stirring up trouble
carp have whiskers (barbels) on their faces
for Lac La Belle.
Below: Smallmouth Buffalo (left) and Common Carp (right) from www.seagrant.wisc.edu
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Would You Like A Beautiful Shoreline? We Can Help!

H

ave you noticed the beautiful
shorelines around Lac La Belle?
Some of those beauties are
LLBMD Shoreland Restoration
projects! There are many benefits to being
part of the LLBMD Shoreland Restoration
program in addition to making your
shoreline beautiful with native plants.
Shoreland restoration projects provide a
transition buffer zone between the lawn and
the lake by using native vegetation to filter
phosphorus and sediment prior to entering
the lake. This helps buffer wave action that
erodes shorelines and provides natural
screening and privacy to landowners, as
well as deterring waterfowl from coming
onto the lake shore. Songbirds, reptiles and
other lakeshore animals benefit from the
beautiful habitat too! Shoreland restoration

is a simple natural way to enhance your
shoreline and improve lake water quality. If
you are interested in participating, please
consider whether you would be able to
meet the following conditions:
•

•
•
•
•
•

Property must have visible and
accessible water frontage on Lac La
Belle
Restoration site of ~800 square feet
~8 feet deep buffer planting zone
Planted with 100% native Wisconsin
species
Agree to terms/agreement
LLBMD will reimburse participants 75%
of the project cost, up to $2,500.

If you are interested in the program, please
submit the form below before
June 1, 2022. A LLBMD Commissioner will
contact you to complete the necessary
paperwork to proceed. Paperwork covers
design and site preparation, planting,
annual maintenance and a commitment to
maintain the shoreline for five years.

I am interested in learning more! Please send me additional information.
Note: You can also request this information on our website!
Name (Please Print Clearly)
Mailing Address
House # and Street
City, State, Zip
Property Address on Lac La
Belle (If Different From Above)
House # and Street
City, State, Zip
Email Address
Contact Phone Number
Please return this form by June 1, 2022 to:
LLBMD, PO Box 511, Oconomowoc, WI 53066 or via email to info@LLBMD.org
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Protecting Lac La Belle through Partnership
Article by Jeff Bode

ith budgets tightening and staffing
issues at every level the City of
Oconomowoc, Town of Oconomowoc,
Village of Lac La Belle, Waukesha
County and State of Wisconsin continue to make lake
protection a priority… And, we sincerely appreciate
their support and leadership!

clouding solids and algal bloom-stimulating nutrients
(phosphorus) entering Lac La Belle. While there are a
number of contributing sources in the stream’s
watershed, streambank stabilization was identified in
a 2010 study as a priority as numerous areas had
eroded and bare exposed banks existed. Working
closely with local partners including the Village of Lac
La Belle, the City of Oconomowoc through its
Oconomowoc Watershed Prevention Program, Tall
Pines Conservancy, the Club at Lac La Belle and the
Lake District, over one thousand linear feet of stream
was identified as a high priority to begin stabilization.

The Lac La Belle Management District was established
under state law by the county with the blessing of our
three local municipalities. Since our formation,
working in partnership paved many successful paths
to lake protection. This tradition continues as
illustrated by two prime examples from present
projects where these partnerships are paying big
dividends for the lake.

The Village of Lac La Belle stepped up to sponsor a
successful grant application to the WI DNR on behalf
of the City, Village, Club at Lac La Belle and the Lake
District for a Golf Course Streambank Stabilization
and Restoration project. The Village will administer
the grant. The total project will cost approximately
$350,000 with nearly $210,000 coming from the state
grant award. The local share will be distributed
equally among the four project partners. We
anticipate construction of the project will begin in the
fall of 2022.

Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) Prevention Project
Unfortunately, Lac La Belle has a long history of
susceptibility to invasive species like Eurasian water
milfoil, common carp and zebra mussels. To stem
future nuisance-causing species from getting into our
lake, the Lake District receives annual AIS Prevention
grants from the WI DNR to inform and educate
boaters of their responsibility when launching and
leaving the lake. Realizing local lake districts like
ours do not possess the wherewithal to hire and pay
student interns to inspect boats, Waukesha County
created an intergovernmental agreement (IGA)
opportunity to help.

Our common goal for this project is to improve water
quality entering Lac La Belle by reducing sediment
and nutrient loading as a direct result of bank and
shoreline erosion. Working in partnership, our
common vision is creating a stabilized, low
maintenance stream corridor that maximizes
ecological and aesthetic value of Golf Course Stream
that runs through the Club at Lac La Belle golf course.

This summer will be our third season working
together with state and District funds under an IGA
with the County. Over the 2020 and 2021 seasons, our
student interns inspected nearly 900 boats for
invasive species. Thanks as well to the City for
welcoming the student interns at their City Beach and
Fowler Lake boat landings.

As is evident in these two ongoing projects, we take
great pride in our partnerships with the City and
Town of Oconomowoc, the Village of Lac La Belle,
Waukesha County, Tall Pines Conservation
organization and the WI DNR. We sincerely value and
appreciate these partners as well as others such as
Southeast Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission
and the University of Wisconsin-Extension. We work
well together protecting our beautiful lake.

Golf Course Streambank Stabilization and
Restoration Project
Golf Course Stream also know as Lac La Belle Stream
was identified as the third largest source of water-

Lac La Belle
Through the
Seasons

Spring & Winter photos
courtesy of
Colleen A. Schneider
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Making Waves
Article by Ernie Bollinger

H

ave you noticed, in recent years, that the
popularity of wake boats has soared? All
boats make waves. A kayak makes a very
small wave. A wake boat is designed to create large waves. The operational mode most discussed
is the wake surfing mode where the boat is operated in
the 10-15 mph range using various means and devices
to point the stern down, the bow up and create a large
wake. There are now boats available that are guaranteed to create a six-foot-tall wave. These waves are far
bigger than occur naturally on Lac La Belle. With the
growth of wake surfing and the resultant artificially
enhanced waves, a new set of environmental, social
and safety concerns have occurred. The recent use of
wake enhancing boats has become a stated concern
by many residents and lake users.

The stirring up of the sediments and large wakes
makes the lake murky, destroys or silts up fish spawning areas and increases shoreline erosion. Both the
churning of the bottom and shoreline erosion reintroduce phosphorus, lead, arsenic, mercury, and nutrients back into waterbodies that have settled over
many years. This also diminishes the submergent vegetation to the detriment of our water quality.

One of the concerns is that we do not fully understand,
from a scientific, safety or social perspective, what
short and long term impacts these artificially generated waves are creating. This does not mean that none of
the effects are known, but rather that not all of the effects are known. So, there is more to learn about wake
surfing waves. To better understand these waves the
North Lake Management District has put together a
team of experts to conduct a three year long scientific
study of waves generated by various watercraft including wake boats. This summer will be the third year of
the study. Expert partners in this study include Terra
Vigilis Inc., Carroll University, and the Southeastern
Regional Planning Commission. We are looking forward to learning more when the final results are available.

A recent lake-wide comprehensive survey revealed
that only about 10% of the area that had aquatic plants
20 years ago still have aquatic plants today. So, 90% of
the previously vegetated areas no longer hold sediments in place, remove nutrients from the water, add
dissolved oxygen to the water and provide ecologically important habitat.

Preliminary information confirms that wake surfing
waves are different than the waves from other watercraft. Wake surfing waves have more energy above
and below the waterline than other waves. The waves
generated by wake surfing take much greater distances to dissipate than boats not operating in wake surfing
mode. Additionally, the prop wash scours the bottom
to at least 16-20 feet of water depth stirring up the sediments on the lakebed. Lac La Belle is a relatively shallow lake with just 21% having a depth of 20 feet or
greater, so deep waves are a significant concern.

We all want to enjoy the lake and preserve and improve the quality of the lake experience. Please be
courteous to each other and follow the laws and regulations when using the lake. When making waves
please follow the industry guidelines to use the deepest parts of the lake, make slow turns and be considerate of others to help maintain the quality of the lake
ecosystem and the lake experience.
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The areas highlighted in yellow represent
the portions of Lac La Belle which are
historically deep enough for wakeboats to be
used in “wakesurf” mode while still keeping a
buffer area to protect the lake bed.
Please do your part to protect our lake and educate
fellow boaters on the importance of minding your
wake.
Boat Launch
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Lac La Belle Management District
PO Box 511
Oconomowoc, WI 53066

“The LLBMD seeks to promote environmentally
conscious and fiscally responsible decisions by
providing education, enhancing a healthy lake
ecosystem and ensuring safe use of Lac La Belle
for today and tomorrow.”
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Location, Newsletter & Website
he LLBMD Board typically meets the third Thursday every other month from March
to October at 7PM at the Town of Oconomowoc Town Hall located at 6812 Brown
Street in the Town of Oconomowoc. Check our website at www.llbmd.org for the
latest information including agendas, minutes or an extra copy of this newsletter.
We hope you visit soon!

Important Dates
June 1
June 15
July 2
August 20
September 1

Shoreland Restoration Program Submittal Deadline
Legion Band Summer Concerts Begin
Independence Day Parade & Fireworks
Light Up The Lake Boat Parade & Fireworks
(Rain date - August 21)
Annual Meeting - Town of Oconomowoc Town
Hall Beginning - 7PM
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