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From Lac La Belle Management
District Chair Dan Bauer

I

f you think about it, the last year
held many reasons to be
grateful. I would like to thank
all the dedicated volunteers,
including the LLBMD
Commissioners, who found time in
the last year to give back to the Lac
La Belle lake community. Thank you
to Ginny Pease for continuing to
monitor the lake’s water quality as
part of the Citizen Lake Monitoring
Network. Thank you also to Jeff
Bode and Ernie Bollinger for their
time in working on the Lac La Belle
Creek Restoration Project. Special
thanks to Jeff Bode for his work in
obtaining several DNR grants,
including a Targeted Runoff
Management Grant for the Creek
Restoration project, the 2020 and
2021 Clean Waters, Clean Boats
(CBCW) grants as well as providing
supervision to the CBCW interns
working at the City Beach Boat
Launch. Pursuit of these grants
brings your state tax dollars back to
the LLBMD! Thank you to Jim
Groose, Karen Carr, David
Zimmermann and Terry Largent for
their continued efforts, contribution,
knowledge, and service to the
LLBMD.
The LLBMD District mission
focuses on water quality and good
water clarity indicates success in
that focus. For this reason, it is of
great concern that water testing
over the past 10 years has shown a

gradual decline in overall clarity.
This negatively affects plant
vegetation, fishing habitats and the
increased potential of having algae
growth in Lac La Belle. Water
quality is affected by stormwater
runoff, AIS, and other
environmental/non-environmental
factors. Recent studies of wave
actions on shallow lakes have a
direct effect on water quality.
For this reason, I would like to
suggest that you familiarize yourself
with the enclosed information,
including the Wisconsin Boating
Laws listed on p.3, and make sure
you are following them on the lake
for your safety and others. Also,
please consider volunteering for the
LLBMD in some way. Progress on
our LLBMD mission only remains
constrained by the lack of
volunteers. We need your help in
fulfilling our mission-whether you
take part in a LLBMD program or put
a new safe boating practice into
place; it all helps! If you see a topic
of interest and you want to get
involved, please contact a
Commissioner, and/or attend our
regularly scheduled meetings.
Meetings and events are located on
our new website-www.llbmd.org.
Thank you for protecting our
wonderful water resource!

Dan Bauer
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Would You Like A Beautiful Shoreline? We Can Help!

H

ave you noticed the beautiful
shorelines around Lac La Belle?
Some of those beauties are
LLBMD Shoreland Restoration
projects! There are many benefits to being
part of the LLBMD Shoreland Restoration
program in addition to making your
shoreline beautiful with native plants.
Shoreland restoration projects provide a
transition buffer zone between the lawn and
the lake by using native vegetation to filter
phosphorus and sediment prior to entering
the lake. This helps buffer wave action that
erodes shorelines and provides natural
screening and privacy to landowners, as
well as deterring waterfowl from coming
onto the lake shore. Songbirds, reptiles and
other lakeshore animals benefit from the
beautiful habitat too! Shoreland restoration

is a simple natural way to enhance your
shoreline and improve lake water quality. If
you are interested in participating, please
consider whether you would be able to
meet the following conditions:
•

•
•
•

•
•

Property must have visible and
accessible water frontage on Lac La
Belle
Restoration site at least 800 square feet
At least 8 feet deep buffer planting zone
Planted with 100% native Wisconsin
species
Agree to terms/agreement and provide
volunteers for planting, if possible
LLBMD will reimburse participants 75%
of the project cost, up to $2,000.

If you are interested in the program,
please submit the form below before
June 1, 2021. A LLBMD Commissioner will
contact you to complete the necessary
paperwork to proceed. Paperwork covers
design and site preparation, planting,
annual maintenance and a commitment to
maintain the shoreline for five years.

I am interested in learning more! Please send me additional information.
Note: You can also request this information on our website!
Name (Please Print Clearly)
Mailing Address
House # and Street
City, State, Zip
Property Address If Different
From Above
House # and Street
City, State, Zip
Email Address
Contact Phone Number
Please return this form by June 1, 2021 to: LLBMD, PO Box 511, Oconomowoc, WI 53066

2

Boating Rules Are For Everyone

L

Do You Know What Your Responsibilities Are?
ac La Belle is owned by the State of

vessel between Sunset and Sunrise.

Wisconsin and is for use by everyone. It
is the responsibility of the boat operator
to know boating safety rules while
operating their watercraft on Lac La Belle. All
boating rules can be found at https://
dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Boat.

•

A few rules to remember and share:
• All vessels, including personal watercraft
(PWC), require at least one US Coast Guard
(USCG) approved wearable life jacket for
everyone on board. Also don’t forget that
vessels 16 feet or more in length must have a
USCG approved throwable personal flotation
device on board that is immediately accessible.
• Boats must be operated more than 100 ft
away from any shoreline, dock, raft, pier, or
restricted area on a lake if you are going faster
than Slow-No-Wake Speed (SNW). SNW means a
speed at which any vessel moves as slowly as
possible while still maintaining steerage control.

•

State law prohibits a motorboat to approach
or pass another boat in such a manner to create
a hazardous wake or wash and you can be liable
for any damage caused to the person or
property from the wake or wash. Also, adjust
your music and volume so it doesn’t disturb
others.
Running with dock lights or carp fishing
lights illuminated on the front of your boat is
illegal. If you enjoy nighttime fishing for carp,
please ensure your lights do not shine into
people’s windows. The LLBMD has received
several complaints about this in
the past.

•

Be aware of all official buoys
placed in the lake and especially
those noting the restricted
swimming areas of Woodland,
Park Street and Bender Beach as
you move about the lake. Mooring buoys must
extend 18 inches above the waterline, be white
in color with a blue band clearly visible above
the waterline, and they should be spherical or
ovate in shape. Additional buoy information can
be found at: https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/
Waterways/recreation/buoys.html

•

A PWC must be operated more than 200 feet
away from any shoreline, dock, raft, pier, or
restricted area on a lake and more than 100 feet
away from any boat if you are going faster than
SNW Speed.

•

Speed limit is 10 mph max from Sunset to
Sunrise. (Sunset times are published by the
DNR.) A person may not be towed behind a

L

Take care of yourself and others. Be
responsible and have fun!

Looking For A New Place To Visit?

ook no further than the new LLBMD website! It was recently updated and has a great new
look! Don’t worry! All your favorites, such as Agendas & Minutes, Resources, Forms for
Goose Round-Up and Shoreland Restoration, are still there. There are some Events, new
pictures in the Gallery, general information about the LLBMD and its history, as well as some
fun new features that you can find at: www.llbmd.org. We would love to hear from you! Let us know
what you think and drop us an email using the new “Contact” option!

Photos By Charlie B. Are Back!
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Goose Round-Up!

I

n past years, the LLBMD has worked with USDA Fish & Wildlife Staff and the City of
Oconomowoc to reduce the number of non-migratory geese on Lac La Belle. The purpose of
reducing the goose population remains to bring the number of geese to a level that can be
healthfully supported by the lake environment. Excessive numbers of geese contribute to
water quality problems, including E-coli bacteria, increased phosphorus loadings and increased
risk of illness for humans and wildlife. If there are enough birds, the LLBMD will again remove
geese on both Lac La Belle and Fowler Lake in June, 2021. Once captured, the geese are euthanized
and provided to a food or animal pantry for consumption.
In order for the Goose Round-Up staff to remove geese on your property, consent is
required prior to the Round-Up. If you have submitted a consent form to the
LLBMD AFTER 2013, you do not need to submit one now. Your consent
remains in effect until you notify us that consent to access your property is no
longer given. If you would like to participate as a new property owner, please
complete and return the form by June 1, 2021 to:
LLBMD
PO Box 511
Oconomowoc, WI 53066

OR

www.llbmd.org & click on “Forms”

In order to maintain accurate cost estimates for the Round-Up, we need to know where the
geese like to spend time on or near the lake. If geese frequent your property, please let us know by
including this information on the Consent Form, calling a Commissioner, or by contacting the LLBMD
through the website at www.llbmd.org. Thank you!

Goose Roundup Consent Form - 2021
I authorize representatives from the U.S. Department of Agriculture—Wildlife Services
and LLBMD to access the property listed below for the purposes of goose management (egg oiling and/or Round-Up).
This permission form has no expiration date and remains in effect unless you request to
be removed from the permitted sites list. Decisions on goose management will be made on an
annual basis. Please contact a LLBMD Commissioner if you wish to be removed from the list, have
problems with geese on your property, know of a nest, or have any questions or concerns.
Thank you for your assistance!
Name (PRINT)

_______________________________________________________

Lake Address

_______________________________________________________

Phone

_______________________________________________________

Signature (Mandatory)

_______________________________________________________

Please return form as soon as possible, no later than June 1, 2021!
Send to:
Lac La Belle Management District
PO Box 511
Oconomowoc, WI 53066

OR

scan & email to: info@llbmd.org

Locations where geese can frequently be found: _______________________________________
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2021 Entry/Donation Form
Light Up The Lake
Lac La Belle Boat Parade & Fireworks
Saturday, August 21st (rain date Sun. Aug 22nd)
Band Concert 7:30pm
Boat Line-Up 8:00pm
Boat Parade / Fireworks – Dusk/Dark
Join us as we “Light Up The Lake”!
Take an active part in this long-standing tradition and the thousands of people who watch will thank you with
their applause. Grab your friends, neighbors, co-workers, or community group to decorate a boat. Your
contribution will be highlighted in local publications, social media, as well as announced throughout the
evening. The night is kicked off by the amazing musical talents of our very own American Legion Band. The
fireworks show never disappoints and is made possible by generous donations from our community, the City
of Oconomowoc, and local businesses.
Boat Entries Receive:

Decorating/Technical/Brainstorming Assistance
Generator
Wrap-Up Celebration Party

If you have any questions or are interested in becoming involved, please contact
Bonnie Lewis-Tschannen at bonnie@stapletonrealty.com or 262-567-8910.
Follow us on Facebook: @lightupthelakeoconomowoc
Return Portion Below

Name:

________________________________________________________________________

Address:

________________________________________________________________________

Email:

____________________________________ Phone:_________________________

Boat Theme: ________________________________________________________________________
___ I will be entering a boat
___ I will need a generator
(Please let us know by 8/18/21)
______ I have a generator to lend.
______ I will be donating to the fireworks show.
(If the event has to be canceled, funds will be re-assigned for the 2022 event)
Lake Angels: $10 - $49 Bronze: $50-$499 Silver: $500 - $1,499 Gold: $1,500 - $2,499 Major: $2,500
Online Donations: https://www.gofundme.com/f/light-up-the-lake-fireworks/

***(Make check out to: Light Up The Lake Fireworks)***
Please return form and checks to: Stapleton Realty / Attn: Light Up The Lake
112 N. Main Street, Oconomowoc, WI 53066

RESULTS FROM “LISTENING TO THE LAKE”

In 2020 we “listened to the lake” for changes that challenge Lac La Belle
and this is what we learned. (Article courtesy of Jeff Bode)

R

ecently I met up with a friend who
moved from Lac La Belle to Okauchee
Lake. I asked her, “So how’s
Okauchee?” Her response: “Weedy…
You are so lucky to live on a lake without weeds!”
While there was some truth in her words, it made
me think “Are we really lucky?”
Last year the LLBMD informed residents it
would “listen to Lac La Belle” and “follow the science” about how to combat the challenges found
in maintaining a healthy fishery and sustaining
water quality that permitted safe recreational use
of the lake. In 2020 Onterra, a lake consulting
firm, was hired
with funding from
a grant awarded
to the LLBMD by
the WDNR to conduct a Point Intercept Survey that
would provide
Photo Courtesy of Onterra, LLC
data about the
types of plant life in Lac La Belle. This type of
study informs scientists (and lake residents!)
about the overall lake ecosystem. Diverse aquatic vegetation provides habitat and food for many
kinds of aquatic life, including fish, insects, amphibians, waterfowl, and even terrestrial wildlife.
For instance, wild celery (the second most common plant found in the lake) serves as excellent
food sources for migratory waterfowl. Stands of
vegetation in the lake provide necessary spawning habitat and cover for fish and the food they
eat.
Furthermore, rooted aquatic plants prevent
shoreland erosion and the resuspension of bottom sediments and nutrients by absorbing wave
energy and locking sediments within their root
masses. In areas where plants do not exist, waves
can resuspend bottom sediments decreasing water clarity and increasing nutrient levels that may
lead to blue-green algal blooms. Lake plants also
produce oxygen through photosynthesis and use
nutrients that may otherwise be used by algae,
helping to minimize nuisance-causing blooms.

Unfortunately, what the Onterra scientists found
was not great news!

Survey Findings
Armed with rakes, sonar and GPS, Onterra
ecologists completed a
whole-lake aquatic plant
survey on Lac La Belle. A
total of 21 aquatic plant species were in Lac La Belle,
four of which are nonnative, invasive species including Eurasian watermilfoil. Disturbingly,
plants were only found rooted in less than 10 feet
of water whereas in past surveys plants grew in
15 feet of water. Furthermore, aquatic plant
abundance in Lac La Belle was reported as sparce, even lower than in prior surveys. .
Being a hardwater marl lake (marl sediments
are typically low in nutrients) with extensive sand
and rock area, the low aquatic plant production is
expected. However, the 2020 data showed that
the two most frequently recorded species in 2001
declined by nearly 90% between these two surveys. This indicates that aquatic plant occurrence
in Lac La Belle has declined significantly. The
cause of this decline and scarcity of aquatic plant
growth in Lac La Belle is most likely water quality
degradation, water level change, the carp population, and/or watercraft traffic may be playing a
role.
In addition, Lac La Belle’s water quality data
indicates that there has been a significant decreasing trend from 2010-2020, with average
summer water clarity declining by approximately 3.0 feet over this period. Onterra’s report
notes: This decline in water clarity is reducing
light penetration into the water column, likely reducing plant production and restricting plant
growth to shallower areas where light availability
is higher. This trend is highly concerning because as rooted aquatic vegetation declines the
likelihood of nuisance-causing algal blooms increases (continued on p. 7).
Photo Courtesy of Charlie Bourdo
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RESULTS FROM “LISTENING TO THE LAKE”

In 2020 we “listened to the lake” for changes that challenge Lac La Belle
and this is what we learned. (Article courtesy of Jeff Bode)
bigmouth buffalo through commercial fish harvesting. Furthermore, we are exploring replacement of downstream barriers with the City and
DNR to prevent migration of carp from the Rock
River.

What will the LLBMD do next? (continued
from p.6)

Several things actually…
First, Conservation Management is going to be critical.

•

To reverse the trend of diminishing water quality
and declining aquatic plant abundance, the
LLBMD is partnering with our three local municipalities, Tall Pines Conservancy, Waukesha County and the WDNR. Our conservation management
goal will focus on improving water quality and
restoring native plant communities. The LLBMD
will use environmentally sound and economically
feasible approaches that can be embraced by
informed lake residents, surrounding municipalities and visitors.

•

Through several grants we are investing in watershed projects to reduce the loading of algalstimulating nutrients and light-reducing suspended solids from entering the lake. Current projects
include a commitment to stabilize eroding banks
of Lac La Belle (Golf Course) Creek and to continue to support Oconomowoc Watershed Protection
Program activities.

•

•

•

The large areas currently devoid of vegetation in
Lac La Belle may be susceptible to invasion by
more disturbance-tolerant aquatic invasive species (AIS) such as starry stonewort, which has
been found in upstream waterbodies. Ongoing
vigilance including watercraft inspections and
early detection will help to decrease the likelihood of new invasive species introductions to Lac
La Belle. The District has signed an agreement
again this year with Waukesha County to conduct
watercraft inspection and boater education at City
Beach and Fowler Lake boat launching sites.

So, are we lucky to live on a lake “without
weeds”? Well, it depends, doesn’t it? But, from
my perspective, yes. We are fortunate to live on the
shores of Lac La Belle. Despite the sparce abundance
of beneficial aquatic plants, the lake supports a variety
of plant species and a diverse flora. With the impleLac La Belle contains large shallow areas that are
mentation of the outlined goals and assertive consersusceptible to disturbance from watercraft operat- vation management of the lake including watershed
ing at wake-producing speed. We will explore
pollution control, and continued focus on enhanced
protecting soft sediment bays with the highest
water quality efforts, we can look forward to a
abundance of aquatic plants with slow-no-wake
healthier ecosystem and many more fun times on Lac
designations. Furthermore, we will continue to
LaBelle!
track research on disturbance produced by wakeboarding/wake-surfing activities and educate/
inform those involved in these activities.
Studies have documented declines in submersed
aquatic vegetation and increases in total phosphorus and suspended solids from carp feeding and
spawning behavior. The District will work closely
with DNR fisheries management to reduce and
maintain small populations of carp and the native

News About The Lac La Belle Fishery!
(Information Courtesy Of WDNR Fisheries Biologist, Ben Heussner)

T

he Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources Fisheries Department-Eagle WI Fisheries staff actively studied the Common Carp
population in Lac La Belle throughout 2020
and early 2021. In 2020, 20 Common Carp were
tagged and released into Lac La Belle and the Oconomowoc River with acoustic transmitters and receivers.
In 2021, an additional 20 Common Carp will be tagged
with acoustic transmitters and eight more acoustic receivers deployed with fish returning to Lac La Belle
and the Oconomowoc River. Data was received from

these transmitters but has not yet been completely
processed and data collection will be ongoing in 2021.
Despite the Experimental Roughfish Contract being
completed in 2020, no fishing was able to take place
due to COVID-19 effects on the market. The contract
will be renewed for 2021 and all remain hopeful that
contractor will be able fish under the renewed contract this year. Spring electrofishing surveys confirmed an abundant walleye population with good natural reproduction occurring as indicted by the youngof-the-year walleye observations.
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Lac La Belle Management District
PO Box 511
Oconomowoc, WI 53066

“The LLBMD seeks to promote environmentally
conscious and fiscally responsible decisions by
providing education, enhancing a healthy lake
ecosystem and ensuring safe use of Lac La Belle
for today and tomorrow.”

T

Location, Newsletter & Website
he LLBMD Board typically meets the third Thursday every other month from March
to October at 7PM at the Town of Oconomowoc Town Hall located at 6812 Brown
Street in the Town of Oconomowoc. Check our website at www.llbmd.org for the
latest information including agendas, minutes or an extra copy of this newsletter.
We hope you visit soon!

Important Dates
June 1
June 1
July 3
August 19
August 21

Goose Round-up Consent Form Due
Shoreland Restoration Program Submittal Deadline
Independence Day Parade & Fireworks
Annual Meeting - Town of Oconomowoc Town
Hall Beginning - 7PM
Light Up The Lake Boat Parade & Fireworks
(Rain date - August 22)
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